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About the Florida Legislature

• The Florida Legislature is one of the state’s three branches of government. The 
other two branches are the Executive and Judicial.

• The Florida House of Representatives and the Florida Senate make up the state 
Legislature.

• The Legislature meets in session annually for 60 consecutive days. This “regular 
session” convenes on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in March of each odd-
numbered year, and on the second Tuesday after the first Monday in January of 
each even-numbered year.

• The Legislature may convene in special sessions called by the Governor or by a joint 
proclamation issued by the House Speaker and Senate President.



2,487
bills filed

1,845
bills heard

210
bills passed



Balanced 
State 

Budget

• The Florida Constitution requires the 
Legislature to pass a balanced budget.

• It is the ONLY bill lawmakers are required to 
pass. The state budget is formally known as the 
General Appropriations Act (GAA). 

• In March, the Florida Legislature passed a 
balanced, conservative budget for the state. 



Balanced State Budget

Florida has among the most fiscally responsible budgets in 
the country, and when compared with other states, we 
provide services to our residents at a much lower cost. 



COVID-19 
Response

• Florida has no income tax, and less money 
is being spent as a result of coronavirus 
closures. 

• Keeping healthy reserves and spending 
conservatively has helped prepare us to 
weather the looming economic storm.



Market-based Health Care

Putting patients in control of their health care while 
improving access and affordability



Cutting 
Red Tape



Taking Care of Kids

Floridians working for the Department of Children and Families, community-based 
care lead agencies, case management organizations, and other partners give their 

best to help the state’s abused and neglected kids every day. 

Pay raises for child 
protective investigators 

and build long-term 
career support for all 

staff

Help prevent and 
mitigate traumatic stress 

and burnout for these 
critical workers

(State of Hope Act)

Ensure that law 
enforcement officers 

have more information 
about families in the 

child welfare system so 
they can be more eyes + 

ears to keep kids safe
(Jordan’s Law)

Help DCF provide more 
accountable, high-quality 

services to vulnerable 
families



Education

increase of total funds per student in 
public schools, bringing the total to 
nearly…

in funding per student in Florida 
public schools.

to get every full-time teacher as close 
to a $47,500 minimum salary as 
possible (and scale up the base for 
veterans, too). 

$200

$7,900

$500M

school choice scholarship eligibility 
expansion. 



Investigating Abuse & Fraud



Investigating Abuse & Fraud



Empowering 
Parents & 
Families



Environment

The Sunshine State remains a leading tourist destination, and our unique 
environment is instrumental to that designation. 

$690 million for environmental projects, $100 million for the Florida Forever Program 
for land conservation, and millions for beach restoration and coral reef protection. 




